
 

Pathfinder's 
Contests as broadcast 

over WLS each Sat- 
urday night at 7:15 
are not only instructive 

but a world of fun. 

$1,000 
Listen to the Western- 

ers - - Dott, Allen, Milt, 
Larry and Louise - - and 

let Tiny Stowe tell 

you how part of this 

$1,000 may be yours. 

Enjoy 
The thrill of being a 

winner. Get in quick on 

the new Pathfinder 
contest. 

It's a Date 
Saturday night -7:15 - 

Barn Dance Time. 
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Feathers Still on Top 
Charles Lindbergh hopped the At- 

lantic. Amelia Earhart flew the Pa- 
cific. Willey Post few 'round the 
world. 

Stout fellows. Brave girl. Great 
flights. But let us tell you of an- 
other kind of distance hop. 

Last year a friend of the Frank 
Peet family was hunting near Rich- 
mond, Illinois, and brought down a 
wild goose. He took it home, started 
dressing it for the family's Sunday 
dinner. Inside the powerful bird's 
crop he found some odd -looking red 
kernels. They looked like no grain 
he had ever seen. Curious, he gave 
them to Mrs. Peet who planted them 
in the spring. 

She raised two stalks of what look- 
ed quite a bit like corn. She harvested 
a crop of only two ears, and what 
strange ears they were. They looked 
like greatly enlarged heads of wheat, 
as the picture shows. Each kernel is 
contained in a pod. 

Investigation showed the plant is 
South American maize, a first cousin 

of our own native corn. Check Staf- 
ford reported this in his WLS Bulle- 
tin Board and a few moments later 
a listener called him to say the corn 
is native of Peru where she had lived. 

The old gray goose may be dead, 
but he certainly saw a lot of country 
before he cashed in his checks. 

Clue! 
Last week one day, Rube Tronson 

parked his car 4 blocks away from 
the station, while rehearsing. Some- 
time later a salesman, who had his 
car parked behind Rube's, came up 
and said: "Say, there's one of your 
cowboys got his car parked so I 
can't get out, and I want to get go- 
ing." He was asked how he knew it 
was a WLS-or rather the cowboy's 
car, and the reply was: "Well, it 
must be-its a big car -I see some 
musical instruments inside, and 
there's some big buffalo, or some kind 
of horns, on the radiator!" 

NON -STOP HOP 

RICHMOND,* 
ILL. 

g®U.R.° 
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Route of the Old Gray Goose 

Old Town Hall 
SIZZLES! 

Community Shows 
Find Real Talent 

in Every Town 
By ARTHUR MacMURRAY 

Manager, Home Talent Shows 

Remember how cold it was the 
night of January 4? 

It was colder than that at Maple 
Park, village of 400 in DeKalb county, 
Illinois. But only outside. Not in the 
Town Hall, where the home folks 
were putting on a Prairie Farmer - 
WLS Home Talent Barn Dance En- 
tertainment under the supervision of 
one of our skilled directors, Miss Nell 
Adams. 

Laughter and good cheer and 
friendliness warmed that hall and the 
hearts of everyone in it. 

As I shivered my V -8 toward Wa- 
terman that evening, I thought to 
myself, "Certainly there won't be 
many come out on such a bitter night 
just to see a home talent show." 

But when I got to the town hall I 
could hardly get in. It was packed to 
the doors with an enthusiastic, ap- 
plauding crowd. How they did enjoy 
seeing their own folks perform! 

This was the third night of the 
show. Total attendance, 1548 -almost 
four times the population of the town. 

One thing I have learned from 
these home talent enter- 
tainments -folks are just Part of 
the same everywhere, and South Be 
enjoy the same things. Outers. 

But what interests me most isn't 
the folks who crowd in to see these 
shows. It is the ones who are on the 
stage singing and dancing or playing. 
Often it is their first appearance in 
public. 

They come to the tryout with shak- 
ing knees, filled with eagerness to do 
something. Carefully selected by the 
director, they are encouraged and 
drilled and helped. Often the biggest 
hits of the evening are folks who were 
never thought to have the ability that 
is brought out by sympathetic train- 
ing. 

There is always an abundance of 
undeveloped talent in every commun- 
ity and it is the aim of the WLS 
Community Department to find and 
develop it. There is a freshness and 
spontaneity in these home talent per- 
formances that make up for the lack 
of finish of professional entertainers. 

Next Week's Home Talent Enter- 
tainments will be held as follows: 

Feb. 18, 19, 20, Eldorado, Ill. Aus- 
pices American Legion. Jessie Rae 
Taylor, Director. 

Feb. 21, 22, 23, Marcellus, 
the 750 Mich. Auspices New Cen- 

nd Tryer- tury Club. Vivian Griffith, 
Director. 

Feb. 21, 22, 23, Watervliet, Mich. 
Auspices Watervliet Public Schools. 
Wilda Weaver, Director. 

Road Shows 
Here are the engagements for the 

week of Feb. 17 of the various WLS 
shows now on tour. 

February 17, Milwaukee, Alhambra 
Theatre -WLS On Parade, with Tom 
Owens' Band, Hoosier Hot Shots, 
Skyland Scotty, The Stranger, Evelyn, 
the Little Maid; Lulu Belle and the 
Hayloft Dancers. 

February 17 -21, Rochester, N. Y., 
RKO Palace -Barn Dance, with Barn 
Dance Band, Max Terhune, Billy 
Woods, Winnie, Lou and Sally, The 
Log Cabin Boys, Neighbors Boys and 
Exhibition Square Dancers. February 
22 and 23 the same shows plays Park 
Theatre, Erie, Penn. 

February 17, Kewanee, Illinois, 
Peerless Theatre- Ralph Waldo Em- 
erson and Ford Rush. 

February 18, Bluffton, Indiana, 
Grand Theatre - WLS Merry -Go- 
Round with Rube Tronson and his 
Texas Cowboys, Arkie, Bob Gardner, 
Don Wilson, Hayloft Trio and Tom 
Corwin. On February 19 the same 
show appears at the high school gym- 
nasium, Hartford, Indiana, for the 
Parent -Teachers Association. 

February 20, Rochester, Indiana, 
Char -Bell Theatre -WLS Merry-Go- 
Round. 

February 22, Oregon, Illinois, Coli- 
seum Building -WLS Round -Up. 

February 22, Midlothian, Illinois, 
High School Auditorium- Cumber- 
land Ridge Runners. 

February 23, Monmouth, Illinois, 
Armory -WLS Barn Dance. 

Mexico Bound 
One hundred and sixty -one Prairie 

Farmer - WLS vacationers left for 
Mexico City on a special train Feb- 
ruary 14 with Floyd and Clara Keep- 
ers in charge of the party. 

After stops at Laredo, Monterey, 
Saltillo and Mexico City, the party 
will visit the magnificent Borda Gar- 
dens at Xochimilcho, the ancient py- 
ramids of Teotihuacan, Pueblo, Cho - 
lula, Cuernavaca and the Shrine of 
Guadalupe. 

The party then will visit Guadala- 
jara and on to San Antonio, Texas, 
to view the Alamo, Brackenridge Park 
and the Spanish missions. Sunday, 
February 24, will be spent in historic 
New Orleans. The special train will 
be back in Chicago, February 25 at 
5:00 p. m. 

Burridge D. Butler, president of 
WLS, will join the party at San An- 
tonio and will accompany the group 
to Guadalajara, where he and his 
brother, W. R. Butler, will go on to 
the Butler ranch at Phoenix, Arizona. 
This will be Mr. Butler's first trip 
with a Prairie Farmer -WLS No Worry 
tour, and he's expected to prove him- 
self an excellent leader. 
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